REMINISCENCES

lieves Leasing to have been an Atheist is sadly in need
of some study in a biographical dictionary. George
Jacob Holyoake I have known for much more than a
quarter of a century, and have been concerned with
Mm in many a movement for political and social reform.
I have not known a man of more unselfish purpose or
more philanthropic aim. He might fairly be described,
like Leigh Hunt's Abou Ben Adhem, ' as one who loves
his fellow men.' He has suffered all manner of pen-
alties again and again because he would not pretend to
have a certain belief when he had it not. His influence
among the working classes, for whom he wrought and
sacrificed so much, has always been a wise and moder-
ating influence. He has never counselled, or urged, or
tacitly encouraged turbulent or violent movements of
any kind. Indeed, he seems to have cultivated a style
of public speaking which had as little as possible to do
with passionate appeal and the denunciatory rhetoric of
the ordinary platform agitator.

In this way Holyoake differed altogether from Charles
Bradlaugh, who was above all things an iconoclast, as
he once used to describe himself in his public addresses.
Bradlaugh's nature was tempestuous, and his style of
eloquence was thrilling and impassioned. The two men,
although they were usually classed together as Free-
tteikers, were led to quite different conclusions by their
freedom of thought. Bradlaugh was an avowed, con-
, finned, unbeliever where religious questions were con-
cerned, and he remained an unbeliever to the last. I
had had some acquaintance with Bradlaugh long before
he came into the House of Commons; had been associated
with him in various popular movements during the days
when, mounted on his horse and making use of his old
training as a trooper, he used to marshal and keep in

282e rather
